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SUMMER 2011 NEWSLETTER

Chairman – David Flynn
At the Annual General Meeting the following were elected to the Committee for 2011/12:

Chairman

David Flynn

Treasurer

Jane Hobbs

Secretary

Jane Levitt

Membership
Laura Fraser

Programme
Jennifer Viles

Visits

Madeleine Dobson

Young Arts
Wendy Thomson

New
   )
Val Salmond

Committee )
Gunter Kroger

Members
   )
Stephanie Garrard

This year, on the subscription renewal form, there will be boxes for gift aid and for donations.  Any donations for Young Arts this year will be put in the ring-fenced account for the Newhaven Project.  We would welcome ideas from members for other deserving causes.

Once again, my thanks to the Committee and the very many helpers.

Membership  – Laura Fraser

Our membership continues to flourish and I hope that those of you with email are finding my occasional reminders helpful.  Do please remember to let me have any changes in your mailing or email addresses or car registration numbers so that my records are up to date and you do not miss out on any important news.  As usual, your Membership Renewal Form is enclosed with this News Letter – if applicable, please sign the Gift Aid form to enable us to reclaim the appropriate tax relief.
Young Arts  – Wendy Thomson

Once again Maggie Higginson has done her 3-day Sculpture Workshop at Newhaven Pupil Referral Unit in Eltham which has given great pleasure to the selected students and also to several others who watched the Workshop in progress.   These young people find working with Maggie very rewarding and the contribution from GDFAS has again been much appreciated.

     

Visits – Pam Davison, Madeleine Dobson and Jackie Jenkins

Our year began with a September coach trip, organised by Stephanie Garrard.  On a beautiful sunny day, we visited two National Trust properties.  First  we had an excellent guided tour around Uppark, a beautiful Georgian country house on the South Downs. In the afternoon we stopped at Hatchlands Park which houses an interesting collection of keyboard instruments.  Some of us also enjoyed a stroll in Hatchlands’ extensive parkland and a delicious tea. 

In October, we explored the Olympic Park in East London with Janet Date, a highly experienced local Blue Badge guide.  Janet gave an inspiring talk about the Olympics, past and future.   We walked through the land around the Olympic Park and  saw the progress made on the construction of the facilities for 2012.  

Nancy Bettelley and Laura Fraser arranged a very enjoyable dinner at the Royal Blackheath Golf Club in November.  In December, a group of members went to St Giles’ Cripplegate for a concert of poetry and music to celebrate the life and work of John Milton.  The soprano Belinda Yates sang a selection of songs inspired by Milton’s poems, with Lance Pierson performing extracts that set the songs into context.

Our January visit was to the London Library, an independent library founded by Thomas Carlyle in 1841, whose current President is the playwright Tom Stoppard.  We enjoyed being shown round its extensive collection of books, periodicals, newspapers and other reference material. The books are classified alphabetically, in order to aid browsing.  A particular highlight was visiting the conservation studio, where we learned about the techniques used to preserve the many old and rare books in the library. 

In February, we went to the Apothecaries Hall in Blackfriars.  We had an entertaining and informative talk from the Beadle, who outlined the history of the livery company, dating back to the early 17th Century.  Mr Williams also showed us some of their collection of artefacts, such as the apothecaries’ jars, pill tiles and scarifier for blood letting.  We had a guided tour round the largely 17th century building, which has beautiful wooden panelling.  It included the oldest livery company hall in the City of London, with crests in stained glass for all the Past Masters of the Apothecaries Society.  

The sun was out in March for our local walk in Greenwich, led by Mary Corr.  Mary entertained and informed us about the Greenwich Fairs which Dickens wrote about enthusiastically.  A Greenwich riverside tavern, possibly the Trafalgar Tavern, featured in Dickens’ last novel Our Mutual Friend and there were also associations with St Alfege’s Church, where the walk finished. 
In May, we went to see a very entertaining production of Shakespeare’s All’s Well That Ends Well in the special atmosphere of the Globe Theatre.  The acting and whole production was excellent.  Sitting near the groundlings, we all enjoyed the cast interacting with the audience and the fantastic ‘jig’ at the end of the play. 

We look forward to a variety of other visits in the rest of the year.  In June we have a walk in the ‘Square Mile’ with Janet Date.  In July, we will be going to Hatfield House for a private tour.  In September, our coach trip will take us to Constable Country and Beth Chatto’s Garden.  Following our September lecture from Andrew Davies about Hawksmoor, he is leading a walk round Spitalfields with a visit to Hawksmoor’s Christchurch to discuss his work further at first hand.  We plan to go to Lincoln’s Inn in October. 

Mary Argent is responsible for producing interesting, colourful posters to advertise our visits and we would like to thank her very much for this creative input.  We are starting to think about visits in 2012 and would welcome any ideas about places we could go to.  Please remember to bring your cheque books and diaries to the lectures to book up the visits.  Tickets are sold on a ‘first come, first served’ basis at the meetings.  Unfortunately we cannot give refunds after tickets have been sold, unless we have a waiting list and can find someone to buy them.

Lecture Programme  2011/12 –

Jennifer Viles

Monday 12th September 2011

Life and Times of Nicholas Hawksmoor

Andrew John Davies MA (Oxon)

From churches to Oxford colleges, from country houses to the west towers of Westminster Abbey, Nicholas Hawksmoor was one of our most versatile architects.  More than 250 years after his death, Hawksmoor’s creations are distinctive and surprisingly modern.  We will explore his life, times and relationships with such distinguished contemporaries as Sir Christopher Wren and Sir JohnVanbrugh.


Andrew Davies is an experienced lecturer, broadcaster, extra-mural tutor for London, Essex and The Open University, author and journalist.  

Monday 10th October 2011

Dreamtime to Machine Time:  Aboriginal Art and Culture

Rebecca Hossack BA LLB
In Dreamtime to Machine Time Rebecca Hossack traces the genesis of Aboriginal art including a discussion of the meaning of Dreamtime – the creation of the aboriginal universe, and the system of law that has formed the basis of the painting movement.  She shows examples of paintings from different aboriginal countries and explains the meaning and how to read the symbols and signs as well as talking about the aboriginal peoples’ deep reverence for the land and all that comes from it.  
Rebecca studied at Christie’s and won a scholarship to work at the Guggenheim Museum in Venice.  She opened her own gallery in London and is credited with introducing Aboriginal art to the UK. 
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Monday 14th November 2011

Beau Brummell: Art and origin of modern fashion

Ian Kelly BA (Hons) (Cantab), MA (Cantab), MA (UCLA)
‘There are three great men of the 19th century; myself, Napoleon and Brummell, but of we three the greatest of all is Brummell’  Lord Byron - 

Beau Brummell’s finely tailored ascendancy to unprecedented fame and fortune in Regency London has made his name a byword for style, profligacy and wit.  From his early years as favourite to the Prince of Wales and arbiter of taste in the Age of Elegance, to his final precipitous fall into poverty, incarceration and madness.

Ian is an award winning actor and writer and the author of three historical biographies.  His Beau Brummell was adapted as a major TV film and shortlisted for the March Commonwealth Biography Prize.  He has appeared at the National Theatre, Broadway and The Richard and July Show.  You may also recognise him if you have seen the last of the Harry Potter films!

Monday 12th December 2011

The Ancient Greek Olympics: a visitor’s guide

Dr Neil Faulkner PhD

What was it like going to the Olympics 2,400 years ago?  Instead of London 2012 how about Olympia 388BC?  Would a modern visitor to the ancient Olympics find it all very familiar, or would he (no women allowed) be thrown by culture-shock?

Neil was brought up in the Weald, educated at the Skinners’ School Tunbridge Wells, King’s College Cambridge and the Institute of Archaeology UCL.  He works as a freelance lecturer, an editor, the author of numerous articles, many academic papers and six books, he is an excavator and director of several archaeological projects and is an occasional broadcaster on Time Team, Timewatch and the Revealed series.  

Monday 9th January 2012

The Dollar Princesses

Anne Sebba BA (Hons)

This lecture considers how American wealth and beauty shored up Britain’s country estates between 1870 and 1914 when hundreds of American women married into the sagging British aristocracy.    What exactly did they bring with them and how would we have managed without them?

Anne who lectures to a variety of audiences in the US and UK including the English Speaking Union, Royal Overseas League, National Trust, the British Library and the Imperial War Museum.  Anne has authored nine books including biographies of Jennie Churchill and Wallis Simpson. 

Monday 13th February 2012

Brothers of the Brush: Artist Monks in 15th century Florence

Sian Walters MA (Cantab)

This lecture examines the unusual phenomenon of the artist monk or “frate dipintore” in Renaissance Florence - men who lived, on the one hand, an austere and cloistered existence and yet rose to become some of the most successful and highly respected artists of their time. Fra Filippo Lippi, Lorenzo Monaco and Fra Angelico were well-known not only as painters of devotional works for their own orders but also as highly active and successful figures outside their monasteries. 

Siân Walters is an art historian and lectures for the National Gallery, Surrey University and NADFAS.  Her specialist areas are 15th and 16th century Italian painting, Spanish Art and Architecture.    Siân studied at Cambridge University where she was awarded a choral exhibition and a 1st for her dissertation on the paintings of Arnold Schoenberg. 
Monday 12th March 2012

Charles Dickens – The Man, His Life and His Characters - Bicentenary of his birth 2012
Bertie Pearce BA (Hons)
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2012 will be the bicentenary of the birth of Charles John Huffam Dickens. He brought into the world a staggering array of wonderful characters with orphans, starving children, misers, murderers and abusive schoolteachers among them.  People such as Mr Mcawber, Fagin and Abel Magwitch remain in one’s literary psyche long after the books are put down.  Largely self-educated, Dickens possessed the genius to become the greatest writer of his age with 15 major novels and countless short stories and articles. In his lecture Bertie Pearce looks at the life and places of Dickens while interspersing the events with readings of his works.

Charles Dickens by William Powell Frith 1859

Bertie Pearce is a Member of The Inner Magic Circle with Gold Star. With a BA(Hons) in Drama from Manchester University he went on to the Ecole Internationale du Theatre Jaques Lecoq in Paris. He has performed all over the world from The Magic Castle in Hollywood to the Kulm Hotel in St Moritz. He has also toured extensively as a speaker sharing his passion for illusion and Victorian pastimes. 
Monday 14th May 2012

The Great Twelve: Introduction to Senior Livery Companies  - their medieval origins and their role in modern society
Fenella Billington BA (Hons) MA

Livery Companies originated when medieval merchants banded together to form guilds or fraternities.  These guilds were probably in existence before the Norman Conquest and were to be found, not only in London, but also in other parts of the country.  They are still influential bodies, maintaining fine Livery Halls with art treasures and contents of historical value.
Fenella Billington joined Wirral DFAS in 1983.  She has a MA in Art History from Manchester University and is a lecturer for the University of Liverpool’s Continuing Education Programme for Adults in addition to lecturing to art societies, historical associations including the Art Fund, U3A and the National Trust.  Fenella is a Liverywoman of the Worshipful Company of Skinners.
Monday 11th June 2012

Rock Around - Stonehenge and British Stone Circles – the history, art and archaeology of these great landmarks

William G Forrester MA (Oxon) PGCE Dip HA

Just like any great cathedral, stately home or museum Britain’s stone circles deserve and reward study.  Using archaeology and folklore we consider why these circles were made.  Were they for instance observatories, cult centres, hospitals or highways to the afterlife.  We also consider their place in art – featuring works by Constable, Turner, Henry Moore and others. 
William Forrester, Man of the Year for 1990-91, is a registered guide and lecturer for Cumbria, London and the City of London.  He lectures for many organisations including the National Portrait Gallery, British Museum, National Gallery and the National Trust.   His publications include Access in London (2003) and he has written and presented programmes for Central TV, Thames TV and BBC Radio 4.

Monday 9th July 2012

Music and Manners: Life in the 18th century

Jeanne Dolmetsch LRAM

The 18th century an age of elegance and taste, wit and satire, extravagant fashions and a complex code of manners.
Daniel Defoe takes us to the magnificent Palladian Palace of “Cannons” and we eavesdrop with Jane Austen on a musical evening at “Netherfield”.  Horace Walpole strolls round Ranelagh and James Macky samples the delights of coffee houses, while Thomas Gainsborough seeks relaxation from portrait painting by playing the viola da gamba.   These vivid accounts are complemented by music of the period.

Jeanne Dolmetsch is the granddaughter of Arnold Dolmetsch, pioneer of the Early Music Renaissance and was herself trained to play the recorder, viol and harpsichord.  Jeanne then studied violin and piano at the Royal Academy of Music and is a specialist in the interpretation and performance of 16th, 17th and 18th century music.  
GDFAS Ride to York  – David Flynn

Those who  holiday in the Ngorogoro crater, the Amazon, or Waziristan should consider  a UK tour, especially one  organised by Nancy Bettelley.   Consider LHR and  LGW-  long tube journey/ expensive taxis/ parking/ queuing, passports, screening, foreign currency. Now think of a GDFAS trip starting at the Paragon. None of the above problems - very close and  easy and the bus driven by ‘our Nigel’ who will even kneel to help us on board.  

So it was on the start of  our five day visit  to Harrogate and its environs.  First stop Hardwick Hall (‘More glass than wall’) built by ‘Bess the Builder’ properly known as Elisabeth, Duchess of Shrewsbury.  Hard to forget her name given the huge E S letters on the roof.  Finances? £6 million were embezzled from the state.

On to the 4* Cedar Court Hotel in Harrogate.   It provided a full English Yorkshire breakfast, strong Yorkshire tea, Yorkshire provender and extra large Yorkshire sausages. They love their county. We met our brilliant blue badge guide Clare, who was special. She also  advised on locations for ‘the broader bottom’!

Markenfield hall is a delightful moated manor house started in 1280. We saw the courtyard where an ‘army’ assembled in 1569 to start the disastrous Revolt of the Northern Earls and march on London.  200 persons were hanged drawn and quartered, and the Markenfields lost their  house of 250 years. This was followed by a visit to  Constable Burton hall filled with delightful furniture and antiques. One wondered where the money came from for these wonderful houses, and the answer, time and again, was ‘They married well and they married often’.

York [Eboracum] has the largest gothic  cathedral in Northern Europe. It was here that Constantine was proclaimed Emperor by his conquering legions. His marble bust  is in the Roman crypt and outside is a statue commemorating his conversion to Christianity.  (He of ‘In hoc signo  vinces ). Then off to the Shambles (1300) an old  name for an  outside slaughterhouse with the offal, excreta  etc. flowing down a central riverine.  Next a visit to the remains of a 14th century hospice which had sheltered 123 elderly persons and was destroyed by Henry VIII . Then to the Merchant Adventurers house (1357), one of the world’s best preserved medieval guild halls and  the magnificent Fairfax house.

Tour of the  lovely Dales - shown to us by ‘Our Nigel’ and Clare. We passed the house of Mousey Thomson the furniture maker famous for his carved mice. Next Castle Howard, famous for ever after Brideshead  Revisited. We had a wonderful tour. 

Walking tour of Harrogate with our guide Clare.   Harrogate’s hotels date from the glory days of spa  treatments especially the Old Swan to which Agatha Christie ‘disappeared’ while famously sought for 11 days.  Strangely springs within 40 yards of each other produce quite different waters. The water of one spring turned  white on exposure to air, and a few brave souls found it to taste sulphurous.  In the spa days ‘patients’ would be asked to drink a pint of health giving sulphurous water.

Harewood  House. The climax to our wonderful trip. The huge sculpture of Adam by Sir Jacob Epstein greeted us in the entrance hall. It later appeared on a TV programme – but  GDFAS saw it first.

A safe and easy ride  home to the Paragon.   We all enjoyed the trip which was full of bonhomie,  friendship and laughs and happy learning of  the wonderful  history of our glorious past.
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